MINUTES
REGULAR SESSION
Hodge Fire Protection District 1
March 17, 2025

The Hodge Fire Protection District 1 board of commissioners met in regular session on Monday March 17, 2025, at the fire station in North Hodge.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairman, Ralph Laffitte. Chairman Laffitte opened the meeting with prayer.
Present: Commissioner, Robbie Howard; Commissioner, Ralph Laffitte; Commissioner Hal Mims.
Absent: Commissioner, Wes Harvey; Commissioner, Thomas Holland Jr.
Guests: Ernie Lewter, Lewter Land Services
Comments from Guest: None
Unless otherwise stated all motions were approved unanimously.
Amendments to agenda: None
Approval of agenda: The agenda for the regular session meeting of March 17, 2025, was approved on a motion by Mims and second by Howard.
Approval of minutes: The regular session meeting minutes of February 17, 2025, were approved on a motion by Howard and second by Mims.
Old Business:
Parcel fee collections – Ernie Lewter with Lewter Land Services reported parcel fee collection progress as follows,
			Previous year collections		Current year collections
January		$482					$432
February		$122					$72
March			$266					$216
Mr. Lewter stated he is continuing to make progress with personal contact with people with pas due parcel fees. He urged the board that certified letters are not being accepted by those being sent the certified letter and that the board is wasting $10.00 per letter,

Truck bid opening – The board reviewed bids received on the 1989 Ford F350 vin # 1FDKF37M2KNA76905 previously declared surplus by the board to be sold to the public by sealed bid.
The board determined the bid from Professional Car Products LLC was eligible since it was received by the 4:30 PM, March 14, 2025, deadline. The bid from JJ Merchant was received after the deadline and therefore determined not eligible.
The bid from Professional Car Products LLC of Jonesboro for $1315.00 was accepted since this bid was received by the deadline and met the $1250.00 minimum bid requirement. This approval was made on a motion by Howard and second by Mims.
The unaccepted bid company will be notified.

Chiefs Report: The report from chief Heard was read by the chairman as follows. For February 2025 6 EMS calls, 1 vehicle wreck, 2 trees down, 1 structure fire, 1 grass fire, 1 fire alarm and 1 regular drill on search and rescue.
Fire fighter membership is 19 currently.
The chairman set the next regular session meeting for Monday April 21, 2025, at 6:00 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm on a motion by Howard and second by Mims.
