MINUTES
REGULAR SESSION
Hodge Fire Protection District 1
August 18, 2025

The Hodge Fire Protection District 1 board of commissioners met in regular session Monday August 18, 2025, at the fire station in North Hodge.
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Chairman, Ralph Laffitte. Chairman Laffitte opened the meeting with prayer.
Present: Commissioner, Thomas Holland Jr., Commissioner, Robbie Howard and Commissioner, Ralph Laffitte.
Absent: Commissioner, Wes Harvey and Commissioner, Hal Mims.
Guests: Chief Michael Heard, Ernie and Wilma Lewter of Lewter Land Services.
Comments from Guests: None
Unless otherwise stated all motions were approved unanimously.
Amendments to Agenda:	None
Approval of agenda:	The agenda for the regular session meeting of August 18, 2025, was approved on a motion by Howard and second by Holland.
Approval of minutes: The regular session meeting minutes of July 21, 2025, were approved on a motion by Holland and second by Howard.
Old Business:
Parcel fee collections: Mrs. Lewter stated they had received $3500 in past due parcels for August so far.
Mr. Lewter stated the 2025/2026 parcel fee notices will be mailed by Lewter Land Services LLC in the next few weeks with the payment due date of September 30, 2025. Approved on a motion by Holland and second by Howard.



The legal opinion recently received from Attorney Doug Stokes was reviewed. The opinion of Mr. Stokes is as follows.
If there are four apartment buildings on a single tract of land it would appear that only one parcel fee would be owed. That parcel fee would be owed by the owner of the land. If the four apartments were located on two separate tracts of land, even if the tracts were next to each other, there would be two parcels, each of which would owe a parcel fee.
If a trailer or RV park was on a single tract of land the owner of that land would owe a single parcel fee. However, if either the trailer park and/or the RV park had prepared separate descriptions of each lot on which a mobile home or RV could be placed the District could take the position that each lot was, by virtue of its description, a separate parcel of land, had a structure on it and as a result owed a separate parcel fee. This parcel fee would be paid by the owner of the lot.
Attorney Stokes also said the District might wish to see if it would be better served by also getting permission to impose a service fee which would require a change in the law by voter approval.
New business:
The board approved the statement of expenditures and collections for July 2025 on a motion by Holland and second by Howard.
Chiefs Report: 
Chief Heard reported 10 EMS calls, 1 vehicle wreck, and 1 regular drill on driver training.
The board of commissioners approved the purchase of door letters on a tanker truck recently received from Bienville Parish, a new Radio and a new chain saw on a motion by Holland and second by Howard.
The Chairman set the next regular meeting for Monday, September 15, 2025, at 6:00 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm on a motion by Howard and second by Holland.

